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		An Optical Character Recognition scanner is a program that can read a physically scanned document and convert it into a machine-readable file. Many modern PDF editors use OCR technology as part of their features since it gives many organizations a leg-up on streamlining their document process, digitizing workflows, and going paperless. Without OCR scanning software, companies could not digitize their existing records, as document management solutions cannot read-only scanned images, which is why optical character readers are so vital. This article will look at the many applications of OCR text scanners and how they can be fine-tuned to suit any organization’s needs. 
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How OCR Scanners Work 

OCR technology uses pattern recognition software and machine learning algorithms to extract text from images or scanned documents. By analyzing the shapes and patterns of characters, OCR systems convert scanned or photographed text into editable and searchable digital content. When it becomes this type of content, it can then be inputted into a company’s database so it can then be searched using specific keywords. 

This efficiency is why OCR scanning software is so important to so many companies, as they can take large volumes of documents from their archives, digitize them and then store them. This makes it easier to search for specific information, rather than someone having to leaf through pages and pages of physical files. 

This scanning technology is also useful when companies receive documents from other businesses. OCR scanners can scan text and figures and convert them into something that is also then inputted into a searchable database. This method makes it easy for businesses to communicate and share information in a seamless and automated way, rather than having to rely on human eyes to read everything. 

The Uses of OCR Scanners 

Scanning PDFs to input into searchable databases is only one of the many applications of OCR technology. It also has more specific uses in different industries, as its utility is widespread. OCR technology makes the digitization of printed materials simpler and easier, which is of benefit to publishers, media companies, and entertainment industries. Users can convert printed books, magazines, and newspapers into digital formats, making them searchable and accessible to a broader audience, which increases inclusivity and spreads knowledge faster. 

OCR also supports language translation by extracting text from documents in one language and providing the ability to translate it into various languages. This feature is particularly useful for multinational corporations giving them the power to communicate and collaborate across several different countries and languages. 

OCR technology can also be installed onto portable devices like smartphones so users can have a portable scanning device everywhere they go. They can upload a PDF application to their phone to merge PDFs, but they can also use the OCR feature to digitize any files, photos, or documents they want with their device’s camera. 

OCR Applications and the Future of PDFs

Optical character recognition has changed the way companies and individual users digitize and interact with printed text. And it continues to innovate. New OCR scanners are now able to recognize more characters, figures, and even colors to ensure even better transference of data and information. Some OCR scanning software can even recognize the difference between shades and gradient colors and transfer the image with a sharper resolution. 

OCR technology has made it possible for printed works to become digital so they can be uploaded to searchable databases. From OCR scanners and OCR scanning software to searchable PDF converters and OCR applications, there are so many possibilities for businesses and consumers to try. OCR technology can help them enhance productivity, streamline document management, and facilitate information retrieval.  
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